ANSWER;

The Drug Enforcement Administration has increased its programs to
curtail the cultivation and production of coca and oooaine hydro-
chloride In the source countries of South America.   CEA is supplying
tactical and strategic intelligence to Bolivia and Peru on the size
and location of coca plantations in remote areas of the Andes moun-
tains,   CEA also supplies Colombia, Peru and Bolivia with technical
assistance in support of their coca eradication programs.   The EGA
Is disrupting the conversion of coca base to cocaine hydroohloride
by monitoring the large shipments of chemical precursors to South
America.   Through "Operation Chera Con" DEA monitors the shipments of
ether and other essential chemicals in South America and Is able to
track these shipments to clandestine conversion laboratories.   By
monitoring the movements of these shipments, DEA and the governments
of other countries have been able to effect their seizure In both the
U.S. and other countries, Including Colombia, thereby disrupting the
entire conversion process, as well as causing a financial loss to the
cocaine-producing consortiums.

DEA is also attempting to disrupt the flow of cocaine fron Colombia
to the United States by assisting the Bahamian Government In inter-
cepting cocaine laden planes and boats refueling and offloading In
the remote islands of the Bahamian chain.   Operation BAT, the code
name for this program, has accounted for numerous seizures, and has
assisted the Bahamian QovernriBnt in combating drug trafficking In its
country.

DEA is also Involved In a number of other technical initiatives.
Among these are a feasibility study of aircraft fuel additives to aid
in the detection, tracking and interdiction of smuggling aircraft.
Another program under study is the development and use of a chemical
herbicide affective against the coca plant.

AssetSeizures
QUESTION!

What Importance do you place upon asset forfeiture as a means of
dismantling and Immobilizing major drug traffickers?

ANSWER!

The importance placed upon asset forfeiture by DEA as a means of
dismantling and immobilizing major drug traffickers can be described
by a statement made by former Administrator Francis M. Mullen, Jr.
a few months ago:

The seizure and forfeiture of the ill-gotten goods of
the drug traffickers, and the methods used to do this,
are one of the exciting new directions that we In drug
law enforcement are increasingly taking in the 1980'a.
Attention to the financial aspects of the multi-billion
dollar illicit drug business is as important as moving
against the drugs themselves. , . . Cur goal is to make
it prohibitively expensive for those who would break our
drug laws.eradicate it, but is it possible really to keep
